[Video-assisted thoracoscopic left upper lobectomy for lung cancer patients: bronchial dissection technique prior to pulmonary artery dissection].
Dissection of anterior segmental artery anatomically crossing over apico-posterior segmental bronchus during left upper lobectomy may sometime cause life-threatening vascular injury. Between August 2006 and July 2007, 12 patients with clinical stage IA-lung cancer underwent the video-assisted thoracoscopic left upper lobectomy with bronchial dissection prior to anterior and apico-posterior pulmonary artery dissections following dissection of lingular segmental artery. Operation time ranged from 75 minutes to 190 minutes (average 132 +/- 39 minutes). Operative blood loss ranged from 10 ml to 400 ml (124 +/- 112 ml). Postoperative course was uneventful except 1 patient who had left recurrent nerve palsy. Bronchial dissection prior to the upper segmental pulmonary artery dissections can produce better surgical field around left main pulmonary artery, leading to safe pulmonary arterial dissection during video-assisted thoracoscopic left upper lobectomy.